
  

 

Itôs May! Itôs May! 
 

     I donôt know about you, but Iôm thrilled to finally see the signs of spring! As someone who loves painting 

florals, Iôm itching to visit my favorite garden center to gather new reference photos ð and to get my hands in 

the dirt as well as the pastel dust. 

     What a wonderful response we had to our February painting challenge! It was so much fun to see the 

incredible range of subject matter, and congratulations to Paula Fraser on her prize-winning painting! Stay 

tuned ð Lori Arel , our Activities Chair, is planning another fun engagement activity to help kick off the 

summer. 

     Did you receive your latest issue of Pastel Journal magazine? What a fantastic edition showcasing the 

talents of so many New England pastel artists! Last yearôs Member Show juror, Jeanne Rosier Smith, was not 

only featured in an article on painting water, but also graced the cover. Alison Krajcik  had a multi-page feature 

on color harmony, emotion, and light; Janet Schwartz shared insights on using composition and contrast to 

create dramatic effects; and Heather Quay wrote a touching feature on generational creativity, interviewing her 

89-year-old mother, Joyce Lister ð a Signature Member of PSA and the Maryland Pastel Society, as well as 

an active member of their board of directors. 

     Heather herself serves on the board of the Connecticut Pastel Society and is also a Signature Member of both 

the Connecticut Pastel Society and the Pastel Painters Society of Cape Cod. Well done to everyone! I was so 

proud to personally know so many of these accomplished artists. 

     If any of you are attending IAPS next month, please share your photos with Terri Brooks  and/or submit 

them for the Fall Newsletter! 

     We still have spots open in our three-day workshop with Michael & Julie Freeman in June. In fact, weôre 

only a couple of attendees away from reaching the minimum enrollment needed to hold the workshop. If youôve 

been on the fence, now is the time! Details are posted on our website. Michael and Julie have shared that this 

may be one of the last pastel workshops they offer in the United States, so if you admire their work and teaching 

style, donôt miss the opportunity. 

     In closing, Iôd be remiss if I didnôt give our upcoming Annual Members Show a shameless plug! The 

deadline for entries is June 12th ð but why wait until the last minute? Take a moment now, head over to 

ShowSubmit, and enter your work! Our own Maryann Mullett  will serve as Awards Juror this year, so on your 

marksé 

Get seté GO! 

 

Warmly, 

Susanne Larkham 

President, Pastel Society of New Hampshire 
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We would love to have fresh work featured on 

the website! 

1) Please submit 1-2 new works of art for 
our member gallery. 

2) Would love to see more Signature Circle 
Members activate their pages. 

You can send pictures to: 

 selarkham@msn.com or pastelsnh@gmail.com 

 

 

Time to Renew your Membership for 

2026!   

GO TO  WWW.PASTELSOCIETYNH.COM AND PAY VIA 

PAYPAL, OR SEE THE FORM AT THE END OF THIS 

NEWSLETTER AND SEND WITH A CHECK TO PEGGY VAN 

VALKENBURGH (ADDRESS ON FORM) 

PSNH July Painting Challenge 

     July Painting Challenge Theme-

ñCelebrate Americaò  

     Submit your painting representing this 

monthôs theme by July 31 to Lori Arel 

at lov2teachart@gmail.com.  

     Your name will be entered in a random 

drawing for a $50 Dakota Pastel gift 

certificate and your painting will be featured 

in our social media posts during the month of 

July. 

PSNH Plein Air Group 

If you are interested in painting Plein air and donôt want to go alone or you have never 

painted en plein air and would like to give it a try, please reach out to Lori Arel. We would 

love to try to form a once a month Plein air painting group. Suggestions for Days times and 

locations would be helpful. You can email Lori at lov2teachart@gmail.com. Not sure what 

to bring? A supply list will be emailed to you if you need one just let Lori know. 

mailto:selarkham@msn.com
mailto:pastelsnh@gmail.com
http://www.pastelsocietynh.com/
mailto:lov2teachart@gmail.com
mailto:lov2teachart@gmail.com


 

  

PSNH February Painting 

Challenge Winner ï 

Paula Fraser (left) 

 

Charlene Knight (bottom left) 

Jennifer Harlow (bottom right)  



 

  

ñA Midwinter Nightôs Dreamò 

Terri Brooks (above) 

ñFernald Field Walkò Peggy 

Van Vaulkenburgh (right)  

ñAfter the Big Stormò Mary Ann Eldred 

(left) 

ñCrimson Shoreò Sharon Boisvert (below) 

 



  

ñAt Rest for the Winterò Joelle Feldman 

(above left) 

Mia Houlman (above right) 

ñIce Coldò Phyllis Willey (right) 

ñCalmò Debb Codd (below) 



 

 



  



  



 

 

 

 

Shuk Susan Lee - National Show 

Sue1404@gmail.com 

 

Charleen Knight ï National Show Co-Chair 

Charleent760@icloud.com 

 

Peggy Van Valkenburgh - Membersô Exhibition 

Peggyvan101@gmail.com 

 

Paula Fraser ï Membersô Exhibition Co-Chair 

Afraser3@yahoo.com 

 

Robin Hebert -Newsletter 

ArtRaindrop@gmail.com 

 

Mia Houman ï Hospitality 

mialovesart@gmail.com 

 

Maryann Mullett ï Workshops 

Maryann.mullett97@gmail.com 

 

Lori Arel ï Member Activities 

Lov2teachart@gmail.com 

PSNH 

 Board Members 

 

Susanne Larkham - President 

selarkham@msn.com 

 

Susanne Larkham - Web Administer 

selarkham@msn.com 

 

Annie Halvorsen ï Vice President 

anniehalvorsen@gmail.com 

 

Carol Corliss ï Secretary 

bagel@tpdi.biz 

 

Peggy Van Valkenburgh ï Treasurer 

treasurerPSNH@gmail.com 

 

Debra Codd ï Membership 

debcodd@gmail.com 

 

 Terri Brooks - Retreat Chair 

Terri.g.brooks@gmail.com 

 

Terri Brooks ï Publicity and Social Media 

Terri.g.brooks@gmail.com 

 

 

 

We have a new set of PSNH Unison 30 Half Piece Set Pastel:   

"Summer Summits Views" ϧ ά!ǳǘǳƳƴ ƛƴ bIέ 

Special pricing for PSNH members! 

For more information regarding ordering and shipping please 

 visit the shop on the PSNH website  

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Peggy Van Valkenburgh 

at: Peggyvan101@gmail.com  

 

mailto:Sue1404@gmail.com
mailto:Charleent760@icloud.com
mailto:Peggyvan101@gmail.com
mailto:Afraser3@yahoo.com
mailto:ArtRaindrop@gmail.com
mailto:mialovesart@gmail.com
mailto:Maryann.mullett97@gmail.com
mailto:selarkham@msn.com
mailto:selarkham@msn.com
mailto:anniehalvorsen@gmail.com
mailto:bagel@tpdi.biz
mailto:treasurerPSNH@gmail.com
mailto:debcodd@gmail.com
mailto:Terri.g.brooks@gmail.com
mailto:Terri.g.brooks@gmail.com
mailto:Peggyvan101@gmail.com


Donna Rossetti-Bailey 

 

 

 

     Donna Rossetti-Bailey was awarded First Prize in Pastel at the Scituate Art Associationôs 26th 

Annual Juried Show for her painting ñAfter the Stormò (above).  ñMy Morning Walkò was also 

juried into the Scituate exhibit.  

     ñMorning Gloryò and ñThe Midas Touchò have been accepted into Serendipity Juried Show at 

the Helen Bumpus Gallery Duxbury, MA. May 5-June 29, 2026.  

     Donnaós pastel ñFlower Frenzyò was juried into the Pastel Painters of Cape Cod 2026 For 

Pastels Only Exhibit which will be held at the Cultural Center of Cape Cod, So. Yarmouth, MA May 

26-June 19, 2026.  

 



  

    

    

  

      

 

ñMorning Gloryò 

(left) 

"The Midas Touchò 
(below) 

 

 



 

 

     

Andrew Anderson-Bell 

 

     

 

      

 

     I am pleased to have been awarded the Art Supplies Wholesale Award for Excellence In 

Any Medium for my pastel painting ñAutumn Marsh Grassò 12òx16ò (below) at the 

North Shore Arts Association Exhibition 1 (April 28ðMay 21).  

     Additionally, I have a solo exhibition at the North Shore Arts Association July 18ðAugust 

2. The opening reception will be held Saturday July 20 from 3-5 pm (11 Pirates Lane, 

Gloucester, MA) 

 



    

    Cindy Rodday     

 

 
 

 

 

  

     I was accepted into Concord Artôs Members 1 Exhibit 

(juried exhibit) back in January 2026.   

     It was an in-person exhibit but they also have an online 

version of the exhibit.  

Pastel: ñThe Landmarkò, 5x7ò, June 2025 

The website is Members Juried 1: Painting + Sculpture 2026 

- Concord Art  

 

https://concordart.org/exhibition/members-juried-1-painting-sculpture-2026/#bwg112/4037
https://concordart.org/exhibition/members-juried-1-painting-sculpture-2026/#bwg112/4037


Mena Levit 

 

     Red Rock Pastel Society International Online Exhibition "Green" - "Flowing Garden"  

(above) - https://showsubmit.com/galleries   

     Pastel Artists of Oregon "Spirit of Pastel" International Online juried Exhibition - "Lilac Tea" 

-  https://showsubmit.com/galleries 

     Copley Society of Art Exhibition "Embark"- 3 paintings: "Beyond Stillness", "Stay in Line, 

Ladies", "Listen to the Ocean" - https://copleysociety.org/exhibitions/smallworks-embark/.   

     Solo Exhibition of 25 paintings "Art of Pastel" at Weston COA Gallery  - 25 paintings on 

display now till May 25, 2026  ( no link) 

 

 

https://showsubmit.com/galleries
https://showsubmit.com/galleries
https://copleysociety.org/exhibitions/smallworks-embark/


 

   

     Copley Society of Art Exhibition "Look Up" - 3 paintings: "Amber Sky", "Lost in the 

Foliage" (below), " Vitamin C...Anyone?" - https://copleysociety.org/exhibitions/small-works-

looking-up/ 

     North Shore Art Association - Juried Exhibit 1 - "Taste of Maine" (no link) Runs April 29 - 

May 28, 2026 

     Pastel Society of Cape Cod National Show 'For Pastels Only" -  "When Life Gives You 

Lemons, Add Pomegranates" Opens May 26, 2026 (no link yet) 

 

https://copleysociety.org/exhibitions/small-works-looking-up/
https://copleysociety.org/exhibitions/small-works-looking-up/


          Susanne Larkham 

After a winter respite, spring shows have sprung!  
 
All Three Pieces submitted were juried into Variations the National Juried Exhibition of the Marblehead Art Association:  

 

R to L: Purple Reign Dancer(16x20), Fleur de Lys (24x36) & Flamenco Fleurish (16x20) 
 

My work was juried into both spring Open Juried shows at the NHAA at the Robert Lincoln Levy Gallery in Portsmouth,  
NH  

 

Come Rain or Come Shine (12x36) was juried into The 40th annual Omer T. Lassonde Exhibition 

 

Belle Amies (12x24) was Juried into the Premier offering of the Sue Werner Thoresen Open Juried Exhibition and was 
previously juried into Women Wise at Mosaic Art Collective in Manchester. 



Currently on view in Dover, NH:  

 

When Dreams Come Blue όмсȄнлύ ǿŀǎ ƧǳǊƛŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ {ǇŜŎǘǊǳƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ !ǇƭƻƳō DŀƭƭŜǊȅ ŀƴŘΧ  

  

9ŀǊƭȅ .ƭƻƻƳŜǊ όммȄмпύ ϧ 5ŀƴŎƛƴƎ ƛƴ 5Ω[ƛƎƘǘ όммȄмпύ ǿŜǊŜ ƧǳǊƛŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ /ǊŝƳŜ ŘŜ ƭŀ /ǊŝƳŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ !Ǌǘ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴ 5ƻǾŜǊΦ  

Two Breads Are Better Than One (16x20) was juried into Pastels Only the Open Juried Show for PSME.

 



 

The Abridged Version  (24x36) was selected for the 60th Anniversary Juried Spring Exhibition at the Jaffrey Civic Center.  

!ƴŘ ƭŀǎǘ ōǳǘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ƴƻǘ ƭŜŀǎǘΧ WǳǊƛŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ 9ȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ Ім ŀǘ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ {ƘƻǊŜ !Ǌǘǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ DƭƻǳŎŜǎǘŜǊΣ a! 

 

The Purple Dusk of Twilight Time (12x36) 

 

Two for the Show (18x24) 

 



  
 

Fresh Off The 

Easelé 

 Hope you donôt mind, 

but sharing a proud 

Grandmother 

moment.   

Lucas and his drawing 

of Lindberg that he 

did for school. 

 

--- Robin Hebert 

 



  
 

ñThe Pemi in Winterò 

(right)  

 

ñAfter the Big Stormò 

(below) 

 

--- Mary Ann Eldred  



  
 

ñJust Stopping Byò 

(right)  

 

 

ñFollow Meò 

(below) 

 

 

--- Debra Accardi 



  
 

     I went to the Netherlands for vacation (April 18-24). I brought some pastels with me. 

They are not Plein Air pieces but painted later in the day after visiting various locations. I 

was doing day trips and you donôt have the time to sit and do plein pieces when youôre on 

someoneôs schedule.  Each Pastel: 5x7ò, no titles at this time. 

 

--- Cindy Rodday 


