
  

 
 

 

Presidentõs Message                             August 2026 

Summer Greetings!  

     Every year we reach the month of August and, while the days remain plenty warm, the nights grow longer. 

My husband and I recently delivered my artwork to the Bryan Memorial Gallery in Jeffersonville, Vermont. As 

we drove through Smuggler's Notch in the Green Mountains, certain sugar maples ð the earliest harbingers of 

fall ð already displayed leaves tinged with red and orange. To counter those premature fall colors, I've been 

basking in my nightly ambles around my urban backyard with my Corgi, Polly, gazing up at the night sky to 

refill my bucket of blues.  

     Before we leap into fall's falling leaves, I'd love to shower some appreciation on the girls of summer! Thank 

you to Peggy Van Valkenburgh, Paula Fraser, and Mia Houman for organizing a successful Member Show in 

June and July. The lovely piano music, the art, and the paint-a-round... oh my! This year's paint-a-round 

participants were Robin Thornhill, Keith Demanche, Terri Brooks, and yours truly. Ann Gillespie had been 

scheduled to make a return appearance but, unfortunately, was unable to attend, so I stepped in to round out the 

quartet. In just 75 minutes, we created four lovely pieces that were then offered at auction. The works were 

framed and displayed at the venue, with an online auction extending participation beyond those in attendance. In 

fact, two of the paintings found new homes with collectors in Tennessee and Arizona! Thank you to everyone 

who shared the auction link on social media. All proceeds were donated to the Monadnock Center for History & 

Culture. I'm also delighted to announce that this year's People's Choice Award winner is Carol Corliss for her 

painting, This Little Piggy, which also received the Juror's Award. Congratulations to Carol and to all of the 

artists whose paintings found new homes during the exhibition!  

     I heard rave reviews about this year's workshop with Michael and Julie Freeman. Thank you, Maryann, for 

leading that effort! We've also had some fun with this year's paint challenges, spearheaded by our new Board 

Chair for Enrichment Activities, Lori Arel. Congratulations to Paula Fraser and Deb Codd, the randomly 

selected winners of two $50 Dakota Pastels gift cards! We have a few more activities in the works, so stay tuned. 

If you attended the workshop or were inspired by the paint challenge and would be willing to share a testimonial 

for use on the website or social media, please reach out to Terri Brooks at terri.g.brooks@gmail.com.  

     I'd also like to highlight our society's strong showing at the Pastel Society of America's Enduring Brilliance 

exhibition, which opens at the National Arts Club in New York City on September 10. Current PSNH members 

accepted into the exhibition include Sharon Boisvert, Allison Krajcik, Susanne Larkham, Shuk Susan Lee, 

Maryann Mullett, and Heather Quay. Considering that 1,078 works were entered and only 125 were selected, 

having six artists from our society represented is quite an accomplishment!  

 

Continued on page 2 
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Presidentôs Message continued from page 1 

     Have you already painted your masterpieces for this year's Itôs Pastel! Exhibition? The details have finally 

come together. Due to a last-minute change, we pivoted and opted for an online exhibition this year. We 

finalized the remaining details at our August 10 Board meeting, so watch for the prospectus to be published on 

both the PSNH website Exhibitions page and ShowSubmit. Entries close on October 13, so don't worry ð 

there's still time to paint something new!  

 

     We've been fortunate to garner new members on our Board of Directors this year, but we always have a few 

open positions. New members bring fresh energy and wonderful ideas to our committees. If you or someone 

you know might be interested, please send along a name and contact information. Our board meetings are held 

via Zoom on the second Monday of each month from 7:00ï8:00 p.m. and are always open to the general 

membership. In fact, our next meeting will be Monday, September 14. If you'd like to join us, please email me 

for the link at selarkham@msn.com.  

 

 At the Easel, 

Susanne Larkham 

 

Opportunity for interested PSNH artists: 

     Kittery Art Association is looking for artists of any medium interested in offering demonstrations 

and or workshops this fall and in 2027. Their beautiful gallery and art hub are located at 2 Walker 

St.  right in middle of Kittery Foreside. 

     All interested artist are to contact BJ Glanville for gallery/hub rental information. 

programming@kitteryartassociation.org 

Upcoming workshops for the fall:  
 

     How to Photograph your Art by Keith Demanche date to be determined; Keith will  teach us how to 

photograph our art using digital techniques. This will be a zoom workshop. 

 

 

     Make Handmade Pastels from your bits and dust. Date and venue will determine this workshop taking place. 

     Take your bits and pieces of pastels and create new colors and sticks. Keith will teach an in-person workshop 

on the process of pastel making using your saved bits, pieces and dust. If anyone has a studio large enough to 

house this workshop or an idea of where we could hold this workshop, please email Lori Arel 

at lov2teachart@gmail.com. Itôs a messy get your hands dirty kind of workshop so we need to find an 

appropriate venue. 

 

mailto:programming@kitteryartassociation.org
mailto:lov2teachart@gmail.com


 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

We would love to have fresh work featured on 

the website! 

1) Please submit 1-2 new works of art for 
our member gallery. 

2) Would love to see more Signature Circle 
Members activate their pages. 

You can send pictures to: 

 selarkham@msn.com or pastelsnh@gmail.com 

 

 

Time to Renew your Membership for 

2026!   

GO TO  WWW.PASTELSOCIETYNH.COM AND PAY VIA 

PAYPAL, OR SEE THE FORM AT THE END OF THIS 

NEWSLETTER AND SEND WITH A CHECK TO PEGGY VAN 

VALKENBURGH (ADDRESS ON FORM) 

PSNH Plein Air Group 

If you are interested in painting Plein 

air and donôt want to go alone or you 

have never painted en plein air and 

would like to give it a try, please 

reach out to Lori Arel. We would love 

to try to form a once-a-month Plein 

air painting group. Suggestions for 

Days times and locations would be 

helpful. You can email Lori 

at lov2teachart@gmail.com. Not sure 

what to bring? A supply list will be 

emailed to you if you need one just let 

Lori know. 

mailto:selarkham@msn.com
mailto:pastelsnh@gmail.com
http://www.pastelsocietynh.com/
mailto:lov2teachart@gmail.com


 

  

PSNH July Paint Challenge 

ñCelebrate Freedomò  

Winner - Deb Codd (left) 

 

Charleen Knight (bottom left) 

Heather Quay (bottom right) 



 

  

Ruth Simpson Sterling 

(middle left) 

 

Peggy Van Vaulkenburg 

(bottom right)  

Terri Brooks  

(left) 

 

Elinor Freedman 

(middle right)  

 



  

Sharon Boisvert ï (top left) 

 

Phyllis Wiley ï (top right)  

 

Susanne Larkham ï (middle) 

 

Laure Winn Kane ï (bottom left) 

 



 

 

  

Lori Arel ï (top right)  

 

Patty Indelicato ï (middle) 

 

Mena Levitï (bottom left) 

 



  

Congratulations to Carol Corliss whose painting 

ñThis Little Piggyò 

won the Peopleôs Choice Award! 

 

Feel free to share it on your socials, linking Monadnock Center for History and Culture and PSNH. 

 



 

 

 

 

Shuk Susan Lee - National Show 

Sue1404@gmail.com 

 

Charleen Knight ï National Show Co-Chair 

Charleent760@icloud.com 

 

Peggy Van Valkenburgh - Membersô Exhibition 

Peggyvan101@gmail.com 

 

Paula Fraser ï Membersô Exhibition Co-Chair 

Afraser3@yahoo.com 

 

Robin Hebert -Newsletter 

ArtRaindrop@gmail.com 

 

Mia Houman ï Hospitality 

mialovesart@gmail.com 

 

Maryann Mullett ï Workshops 

Maryann.mullett97@gmail.com 

 

Lori Arel ï Member Activities 

Lov2teachart@gmail.com 

PSNH 

 Board Members 

 

Susanne Larkham - President 

selarkham@msn.com 

 

Susanne Larkham - Web Administer 

selarkham@msn.com 

 

Annie Halvorsen ï Vice President 

anniehalvorsen@gmail.com 

 

Carol Corliss ï Secretary 

bagel@tpdi.biz 

 

Peggy Van Valkenburgh ï Treasurer 

treasurerPSNH@gmail.com 

 

Debra Codd ï Membership 

debcodd@gmail.com 

 

 Terri Brooks - Retreat Chair 

Terri.g.brooks@gmail.com 

 

Terri Brooks ï Publicity and Social Media 

Terri.g.brooks@gmail.com 

 

 

 

We have a new set of PSNH Unison 30 Half Piece Set Pastel:   

"Summer Summits Views" ϧ ά!ǳǘǳƳƴ ƛƴ bIέ 

Special pricing for PSNH members! 

For more information regarding ordering and shipping please 

 visit the shop on the PSNH website  

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Peggy Van Valkenburgh 

at: Peggyvan101@gmail.com  

 

mailto:Sue1404@gmail.com
mailto:Charleent760@icloud.com
mailto:Peggyvan101@gmail.com
mailto:Afraser3@yahoo.com
mailto:ArtRaindrop@gmail.com
mailto:mialovesart@gmail.com
mailto:Maryann.mullett97@gmail.com
mailto:selarkham@msn.com
mailto:selarkham@msn.com
mailto:anniehalvorsen@gmail.com
mailto:bagel@tpdi.biz
mailto:treasurerPSNH@gmail.com
mailto:debcodd@gmail.com
mailto:Terri.g.brooks@gmail.com
mailto:Terri.g.brooks@gmail.com
mailto:Peggyvan101@gmail.com


  

Heather Quay 

 

     In June, I was honored to receive the Barbara Stone Memorial Award in the Pastel Painters Society of 

Cape Cod ñFor Pastels Onlyò Exhibit, for my painting ñTKTSò (above). 

 Iôm also going to be teaching three workshops in the fall: 

     ñUnderpainting for Pastels: Trying Different Mediaò on Sunday, September 27 from 9-4 at the Milton 

Art Center: https://miltonartcenter.org/adult-teen-classes/ 

     ñExploring Color with Pastelsò on Sunday, November 1 from 9-4 at the Milton Art 

Center: https://miltonartcenter.org/adult-teen-classes/ 

     ñExploring Valuesò on Saturday, November 7 from 9-4 at the North River Arts 

Society: https://www.northriverarts.org/event-6778353 

 

https://miltonartcenter.org/adult-teen-classes/
https://miltonartcenter.org/adult-teen-classes/
https://www.northriverarts.org/event-6778353


 

Cristine Kossow 

 

ñCopper Kettleò 8 x 8 

 

     I am honored to be exhibiting in ñVermont Nowò at the Southern Vermont Arts Center and I will be adding more 

work over the summer.   

     In July the newly dedicated expanded wing opened "For the Love of Vermont: The Lyman Orton Collectionò the 

worldôs largest private collection of 20th-century Vermont art. Comprising more than 300 paintings, prints, and 

drawings, this remarkable collection has been entrusted to SVAC to preserve, interpret, and share with the public. 

Stop by if you are in Manchester, VT.  SVAC.org 

 

 

http://svac.org/


  

ñGreen Bowlsò 8 x 8 has won Best In Show at the Vermont Pastel Society 2026 Juried Exhibition. 

 

ñEugeneò 12 x 12 has won the Dick Blick Award at the Adirondack Pastel Societyôs 12th Annual 

National Pastel Exhibition. 

 



Mena Levit 

     

 

     Copley Art Society Exhibition " Tandem" - "Lilac Tea", "If Only You Could Smell it", "Where the 

Sky Meets the Sand", "Where Silence Blooms" - July 30 - October 17, 2026 

-  https://copleysociety.org/exhibitions/small-works-in-tandem-2026/ 

     Art Center of Cape Cod National Juried Exhibition - "As Time Flies By"  (below)-   July 17 - 

August 14   

     NOA Gallery juried Exhibition "Wings Over New England" -"Solitude", "Guardian of the Sky" - 

August 2 - September 15, 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

https://copleysociety.org/exhibitions/small-works-in-tandem-2026/


    

 

     North Shore Association National Juried Exhibition " New England 2026" -"Snack Time" - already 

closed 

     North Shore Art Association - Juried Exhibit 3 - "Golden Interruption"  (below) - August 1 - 

August 28, 2026 

     Boston Harvard Club Juried Exhibition "Emerging Voices" -"Taste of Maine" -  June 18 - October 5, 

2026 https://copleysociety.org/exhibitions/emerging-voices/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://copleysociety.org/exhibitions/emerging-voices/


Joelle Feldman 

     Making it Through was juried into the PSME Pastels Only 26th Annual Open Exhibition. You can view the 

entire show online: https://showsubmit.com/gallery/psme-pastels-only-2026 

 

ñMaking it Throughò ï 10ò x 10ò 

 

ñThe evening Showò ï 9ò x 12ò 

     The Evening Show received the Degas Pastel society Award at the PPSCC For Pastels Only 2026 annual 

juried exhibit. Many thanks to Karen Margulis, juror of selection and Jeanne Rosier Smith, juror of awards for 

the honor. You can view the exhibit online: https://showsubmit.com/gallery/ppscc-for-pastels-only-2026 

 

https://showsubmit.com/gallery/psme-pastels-only-2026
https://karenmargulis.com/
https://www.jeannerosiersmith.com/
https://showsubmit.com/gallery/ppscc-for-pastels-only-2026


     Forsythia Arrangement received the Still Life Award at the PSNH 2026 Members Exhibition. Thank you to 

juror of awards, master pastelist Maryann Mullett. The show will be available on the PSNH website 

https://www.pastelsocietynh.com/2026-member-virtual-exhibition 

 

 

ñForsythia Arrangementò - 16ò x 16ò 

 

Art Activities  

     Participated in the 2026 Harpswell Open Studio Tour. A second year of great success and a lot of fun 

chatting and sharing art tips with new and repeat visitors who went home with 18 pieces (paintings, miniatures, 

studies and prints). 

Very thankful to the organizers of this wonderful yearly event. Don't miss it next year! 

 

 

Teaching  

Classes resume on September 14, 2026. Information is available on my website: https://www.joellefeldman.com/ 

 

  

https://maryannmullettart.weebly.com/
https://www.pastelsocietynh.com/2026-member-virtual-exhibition
https://www.joellefeldman.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

In my Harpswell Studio 

 

     For the 6th year running, I am 

participating in the Art in the Barn in 

South Freeport, ME with artist friends.     

Always a great free event, open to the 

public. 

 



Sharon Boisvert 

 

 
     

 

      

 

 

The IAPS 2026 Experience 

     I feel incredibly fortunate to have attended the final IAPS Convention of its kind in Albuquerque this 

past June. The experience was so much more than I ever imagined. I had the opportunity to meet many of 

my pastel heroes and mentors, while also making new friends from across the country who share the same 

enthusiasm and passion for the medium. 

     The PastelWorld exhibition was truly inspiring. I found myself slipping into the gallery whenever my 

schedule allowed, just to experience it one more time. My painting, Embers in Flight, received an Award 

of Merit, and during a Gallery Walkthrough I had the privilege of having it critiqued by none other than 

Richard McKinleyðan honor I will never forget. 

     One of the highlights of the experience came after I returned home, when I received a letter from IAPS 

informing me that I had achieved Master Circle status. The award presentations will take place in 2028, as 

these are presented on a two-year cycle. 

     I am deeply grateful to IAPS and to everyone who has found my work worthy of recognition. I also 

extend my heartfelt thanks to the Pastel Society of New Hampshire for its encouragement, educational 

opportunities, and support over the past eight years. The Society has played an important role in my 

artistic journey, and I am honored to be part of such a welcoming and inspiring community of artists. 

 

 

 

  



Susanne Larkham 

 



  

Fresh Off The 

Easelé 

ñUnder the Dreaming Treeò 

~ Mena Levit 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Membership Application 2026 

 

 
Memberships are for one year and run from January 1 ï December 31. Memberships received after November 1 will include the 

following calendar year.  

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES     

_____ Individual $     40 

_____ Sponsor $     50 

_____ Patron $   100 

_____ Benefactor $   500 

_____ Saint (Benefits for Saints include all the above 

and an award in their name presented at our 
annual Juried Exhibition.) 

$1,000 

   The Pastel Society of New Hampshire is a registered 501(c)(3) charitable organization.  

Date ____________________________________________    Renewal ________ New Member _________ 

Name _______________________________________________Phone _______________________________________ 

Email __________________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address ___________________________________________________________________ 

City _________________________________________   State + Zip_________________________ 

Personal Art Website _______________________________________________________________ 

1.  PAY ONLINE on the website . If your information needs to be updated, please send the information to 

debcodd@gmail.com  

2. PAY BY CHECK. Send this form and a check made out to Pastel Society of New Hampshire (PSNH) to Peggy Van 

Valkenburgh, 101 Cheney Avenue, Peterborough, NH 03458 

Note: If you do not wish to have your name appear on the website, please check here. ______ 

If you are interested in helping out PSNH in any way, please contact the Vice President of the Board, Annie Halvorsen, 

anniehalvorsen@gmail.com 

https://www.pastelsocietynh.com/become-a-member
mailto:debcodd@gmail.com


 

 

 
 

Signature Membership: a member in good standing may apply to become a Signature Member after earning 10 

points from the following categories: 

 

 Best of (PSNH Juried) Show (includes jury into show pt.). . . . . . . . . 5 points 
 Second place (PSNH Juried) Show (includes jury into show pt.). . . . 4 points  
 Third place (PSNH Juried) Show (includes jury into show pt.).  . .   . 3 points  
 Any Award (PSNH Juried) Show (includes jury into show pt.). . .    . 2 points 

Juried into Annual PSNH Juried Show . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .      . .   1 point 
 Best in PSNH Members Show . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   1 point 
 Juried into another National Pastel Show . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .  . .   1 point 
 (includes Pastel Journal top 100) 

Signature Member applicants must apply for Signature Membership.  The applicant must keep records and 

send copies of all documentation of all earned points to the Vice President who will be responsible for 

Pastel Society of NH Signature Member record keeping.  

The applicants must be members of the Pastel Society of NH while earning all points and must have served on 

a board position for 2 years. 

Once approved, they must remain members in good standing to maintain Signature Memberships. 

Benefits of Signature Members: 

¶ May use the initials “NHPSA” (NH Pastel Society Artist) on their art work, publications, and 
biographies as long as they remain a member in good standing. 

¶ May organize and participate in show only for Signature Members. 

¶ May display additional artwork on the Pastel Society of NH’s website in the “Signature Circle 
Members” section. 

¶ May receive a discount for application fees for all PSNH shows. 

 Responsibilities of Signature Members: 

¶ Promote pastel painting, mentor and assist newer members 

¶ Participate in a demo or presentation for a members’ meeting. 

¶ Offer critique at paint-outs or PSNH functions 

¶ Organize and participate in Signature Members Show 

The earning of points is retroactive to 2009. 

 

 

 

Interested in becoming a Signature Member of PSNH? 

Here is how you do it. Start entering those shows today! 

PSNH Signature Members 

Linee Baird, Kate Bergquist, Sharon Boisvert, Terri Brooks, Roxane Chardon, Carol Corliss, Suzanne DeLesseps, 

Keith Demanche, Linda Dessaint, Shelly Eager, Mary Ann Eldred, Wolfgang Ertl, Joelle Feldman, Jeff Fioravanti, 

Paula Fraser, Robin Frisella, Sandra Kavanaugh, Randy Knowles, Christine Kossow, Susanne Larkham, Shuk Susan 

Lee, Mena Levit, Deb Luoma, Sandra Machell, Laetitia Macos, Judith McKenna, Maryann Mullett, Gary Ozias, Ellen 

Pelletier, Lisa Regopoulos, Barbara Scott and Gill Truslow. 

 

 

 


